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“Keep praying for God’s people”
This is Paul’s simple instruction in Ephesians 6:18. He believed that each member of the body of Christ has a duty of prayerful care for their brothers and sisters. “If one part suffers, every part suffers with it” (1 Corinthians 12:26). 

This handbook of prayer provides a snapshot of 50 countries where faith costs the most. But it is not so much about countries as about people. It is people who suffer violence and discrimination. It is people who fear the knock on the door. It is people who grieve. 

Please pray for these people. Pray that they will stand strong through the storm. Pray that their witness will honour Christ. For He promised, “I will build my church.” 

Eddie Lyle 

CEO Open Doors UK and Ireland 

THE WORLD WATCH LIST 

Severe persecution 

Oppression 

Severe limitations 

Some limitations 

Some problems 

This handbook of prayer is based on Open Doors unique World Watch List compiled each year using a complex questionnaire sent to Open Doors co-workers and key church leaders in 70 countries. It examines every aspect of persecution, including the degree of legal restriction, state attitudes, how free the church is to organise, as well as noting specific incidents of violent persecution against individuals and churches. The top 50 countries are then categorised as indicated by the colour coding shown on the left. 

Every effort has been made to ensure all information is as accurate as possible at the time of publication. Each population statistic includes a percentage of Christians, defined simply as those who describe themselves as Christians. 

Main sources: Compass Direct; Open Doors; The World Factbook; BBC country profiles 

For more information on the countries in the World Watch List please visit www.opendoorsuk.org/countries 
Alimjan Yimit is 36. He is married to Gulnur; they have two young sons. Alimjan is a Uyghur, a largely Muslim ethnic group in Xinjiang, China. He is a house church leader. In October 2009 he was sentenced to 15 years in prison, where his health has deteriorated. 

His story shows many of the features of persecution in the countries where faith costs the most. 
Before his arrest he was regularly interrogated. His house was searched several times. His computer was seized. He was physically abused: his complaints have gone unanswered. 

In 2007 his business was shut down: he was accused of using it as a cover for “preaching Christianity among people of Uyghur ethnicity”. Then he was arrested, eventually accused and convicted on charges of ‘divulging state secrets’. 

The UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention has judged that his arrest and detention are arbitrary and in violation of international law. His lawyer has said, “Religious faith issues are being used against Alimjan by biased law enforcement agents, prosecutors and the court because of his conversion from Islam to Christianity.” 

Open Doors is encouraging Alimjan’s fellow-Christians here to pray for him and his family – and to write to the Chinese authorities on his behalf as his lawyer lodges an appeal. 

Gulnur is glad of this prayerful support. It has sustained the family so that they “continue to have peace and hope”. 

1. North Korea 

Leader: Kim Jong-il 

Population: 23.9 million (1.7% Christian) 

Main Religion: Atheism/traditional beliefs 

Government: Communist dictatorship 

Still the most difficult place in the world to be Christian. All religious activity is seen as a revolt against North Korea’s socialist principles and the cult of Kim Jong-il and his father. As a result of strict searches, considerable numbers of secret Christians have been discovered, arrested, tortured, and sometimes killed. Despite this, and the lack of freedom to worship, many take the risk of sharing their faith and the church is growing: there are an estimated 400,000 believers. 

Pray 

· For boldness and protection for `those seeking to share the good news 

· Ask God to strengthen the 50–70,000 `Christians detained in labour camps 

· Many are desperately short of food. `Pray that help will reach those who need it most. 

2. Iran

Leader: Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 

Population: 74.2 million (0.35% Christian) 
Main Religion: Islam 

Government: Islamic republic 

At least 85 Christians were arrested during 2009; many reported mistreatment in prison. Most were later released but remain under surveillance, and court cases are still pending. As a result, there is great fear among Christians. The growth in the number of believers from a Muslim background has led to some churches being closed and many church services are monitored by the secret police. Christians have reported physical abuse, harassment and discrimination because of their faith. 

Pray 

· For perseverance and courage for Christians in prison or under surveillance 

· Praise God for the witness of Maryam Rostampour and Marzieh Amirizadeh, released after 9 months in prison 

· For justice and freedom to emerge from the turmoil of the 2009 elections. 

3. Saudi Arabia 

Leader: King Abdullah 

Population: 25.7 million (2.2% Christian) 

Main Religion: Islam 

Government: Monarchy 

Religious freedom does not exist in this Islamic kingdom. All citizens must adhere to Islam and apostasy is punishable by death. All public non-Muslim worship is prohibited; those engaging in such activities risk imprisonment, deportation or torture. Those from a Muslim background who become Christians risk ‘honour killing’ if their new faith is discovered. In 2009 a foreign pastor was forced to flee the country after receiving death threats from the Saudi religious police. 

Pray 

· The great majority of Christians are `expatriates. Pray that they would have wisdom and courage in sharing their faith 

· For protection for Saudi believers who `must keep their faith secret 

· That Saudis living or working outside the `country will be exposed to the gospel. 

4. Somalia 

Leader: President Sheikh Ahmad 

Population: 9.1 million (few Christians) 

Main Religion: Islam 

Government: Transitional 

In 2009 it became even more dangerous and difficult to be a Christian here. The country has been without effective central government since 1991 and Islamist insurgents control most of the south. The few Christians are heavily persecuted and must practise their faith in secret. At least 11 Christians were killed by Islamist groups in 2009 and several others were kidnapped, arrested or physically harmed. Some have been forced to flee and become refugees in neighbouring countries. 

Pray 

· For comfort and peace for the families of `those killed for their faith this year 

· For courage and wisdom for those `following Christ under very difficult circumstances 

· That God would break the cycle of `violence and instability in this country. 
5. Maldives
Leader: President Mohamed Nasheed 

Population: 309,000 (few Christians) 

Main Religion: Islam 

Government: Republic 

Islam is the official state religion in this archipelago. Despite a new government in 2008, when President Nasheed (right) came to power, there was no improvement in religious liberty in 2009. All citizens must be Muslims and the practice of any religion except Islam is prohibited. Non-Muslims face discrimination from government and society. Churches are forbidden and the import of Christian materials is banned. The few Maldivian believers must practise their faith in secrecy. 

Pray 

· For wisdom for those trying to support `the handful of indigenous Christians 

· Many young people seek education `outside the islands. Pray that they would have the chance to hear the gospel 

· That the growing influence of Islamic `fundamentalism will be halted. 
6. Afghanistan
Leader: President Hamid Karzai 

Population: 28.1 million (few Christians) 

Main Religion: Islam 

Government: Islamic republic 

The Taleban grew in influence in 2009, and continued to threaten expatriate workers, Christian aid agency staff and local Christians. Believers face discrimination from the authorities and society. Afghans who are open about their faith may face violence and death threats. There were reports of believers being kidnapped or harmed. Most Christians do not publicly meet with other believers because of concern for safety. But despite the dangers, Christianity continues to grow. 

Pray 

· That secret believers will find ways `to meet together for worship and encouragement 

· For protection for foreign Christian `workers seeking to build God’s kingdom 

· That God would establish peace and `stability in this troubled region. 
7. Yemen

Leader: President Ali Saleh 

Population: 23.6 million (few Christians) 

Main Religion: Islam 

Government: Republic 

Described as one of the poorest and least evangelised nations in the world, the constitution guarantees religious freedom but declares that Islam is the state religion. Expatriates have some freedom to live out their faith, but evangelism is banned. Yemeni citizens are not allowed to change religion; converts encounter opposition from the authorities and extremist groups, and may face the death penalty. In June 2009 nine foreign Christians were kidnapped. Three were later found dead. 

Pray 

· For the families of those who were `kidnapped, some still waiting for news 

· That many would hear the gospel `through satellite TV and internet sites 

· Yemen is seen as a key training centre for `militants. With the state close to collapse, pray that God would intervene. 
8. Mauritania

Leader: General Mohamed Abdelaziz 

Population: 

3.3 million (few Christians) 

Main Religion: Islam 

Government: Islamic republic 

The situation for Christians in this West African nation deteriorated gravely in 2009. Islam is the state religion. Evangelism and the distribution of non-Islamic religious materials are prohibited. In July, 35 indigenous Christians were arrested and tortured by local police; in August,150 sub-Saharan Christians were arrested for holding a church meeting. Al-Qaeda terrorists also grew in influence, murdering a Christian aid worker in June, accusing him of spreading Christianity. 

Pray 

· That believers, despite persecution and `poverty, will know God’s provision 

· For the growth of the church in the face `of opposition and instability 

· After his election in July, General Abdelaziz `vowed to ‘fight terrorism in all its forms’. Ask God to strengthen him in this resolve. 
9. Laos

Leader: President Choummaly Sayasone 

Population: 

6.3 million (3.4% Christian) 

Main Religion: Buddhism 

Government: Communist state 

Although there are few restrictions on religion in law, the government’s attitude towards Christians is very negative. All believers are under strict surveillance and church activities are limited. The local community reacts strongly against converts who renounce evil spirit worship. In 2009 two Christians were killed, two were imprisoned, and at least another 21 were arrested and held without trial. Christians faced physical harassment and some churches were destroyed or damaged. 

Pray 

· Praise God that despite severe persecution, `the church continues to grow 

· For faithfulness for believers facing `imprisonment and torture 

· Most believers are from ethnic minorities `living in rural areas where poverty is rife. Ask the Lord to provide for their needs. 
10. Uzbekistan

Leader: President Islam Karimov 

Population: 27.5 million (5.2% Christian) 

Main Religion: Islam 

Government: Authoritarian 

Religious freedom deteriorated in 2009. Unregistered religious groups are illegal, but many churches could not obtain registration. Believers’ homes were raided and Christian literature confiscated; a number of Christians were arrested and fined. Many church leaders were interrogated, and physically and mentally harassed by police. New believers face physical abuse from family members to force them to return to Islam. Yet the church is growing and many Christians are sharing the gospel. 

Pray 

· For the head of the Baptist Union, who `was fined and banned from leading his church for holding a youth camp 

· For new believers facing pressure from `their families to return to Islam 

· Ask God to strengthen the church to `stand firm under pressure. 

11. Eritrea

Leader: President Isaias Afewerki 

Population: 5 million (45% Christian) 

Main Religion: Islam/Christianity (Orthodox) 

Government: One-party state 

All evangelical churches remain closed after the ban on religious groups (other than Orthodox, Catholic, Lutheran or Islamic) in 2002. The number of arrests increased in 2009 and more than 2,800 believers are in prison for their faith. Many of their families have had no news of them for months or years. At least four Christians are known to have died as a result of torture or lack of medical attention. Eritrean refugees in Sudan and Ethiopia face the constant threat of repatriation. 

Pray

· That God‘s people would be given strength to remain faithful despite great suffering 

· That international pressure would bring an end to the government’s repressive policies 

· Praise God that many refugees are coming to Christ through the witness of Christians in the countries to which they fled. 

12. Bhutan
Leader: King Jigme Wangchuck 

Population: 697,000 (2% Christian) 

Main Religion: Mahayana Buddhism 

Government: Monarchy 

The 2008 constitution guarantees religious freedom, but also forbids conversion ‘by means of coercion or inducement’. To many Bhutanese, this rules out sharing the gospel. Most persecution happens in remote areas where Buddhist monks oppose Christianity. Believers are forced to meet secretly. Those who convert to Christianity face opposition from family and community. In July local youths stoned a house church, threatening to burn it down if services were not stopped. 

Pray 
· The church lacks trained leaders. Pray for those involved in training pastors 
· Parliament has passed a law giving village heads more influence. Pray for believers under pressure from these local leaders 

· For Prime Minister Jigme Thinley, who has promised to champion religious liberty. 

13. China

Leader: President Hu Jintao

Population: 1.34 billion (6.2% Christian)

Main Religion: Traditional Chinese beliefs

Government: Communist state

After the 2008 Olympics, dialogue opened up between the State and the church – perhaps indicating that the government is becoming more tolerant of Christianity. Some church leaders reported less intimidation. But some sections of government fear greater openness will result in a loss of control, and continue to pressurise unregistered groups. In northeast China police and officials joined in an attack ona factory used as a place of worship which left more than 100 believers injured.
Pray

· Ask the Lord to sustain Christians in prison and their families who wait for them

· Demand for Bibles still exceeds supply. Ask God to provide people with His Word

· Praise God for the growth of the church. Ask Him to strengthen young believers to resist the temptations of consumerism.
14. Pakistan

Leader: President Asif Ali Zardari

Population: 180.8 million (2.4% Christian)

Main Religion: Islam

Government: Republic

As the government attempted to crack down on the Taleban, there were more attacks on Christians in 2009. Extremist groups continue to incite hatred, resulting in arrests, beatings, abduction, rape and attacks on Christian homes. Christians are rarely compensated for their losses. Blasphemy laws are frequently abused, often to settle personal scores. In August a rumour of blasphemy led Muslim extremists to burn down over 50 houses in Gojra, killing at least seven Christians.
Pray

· Christians are denied opportunities to become literate. Pray for believers attending literacy training programmes 

· For effective justice for believers facing false charges of blasphemy

· For protection for those facing death threats, abduction or physical violence.
15. Turkmenistan

Leader: President Berdymukhamedov 

Population: 5.1 million 

(1% Christian) 

Main Religion: Islam 

Government: One-party state 

The government retains strict control over its people. The constitution provides for freedom of religion, but all religious groups must register and all unregistered religious activity is banned. Private homes and unregistered places of worship are often raided by police, Christians arrested and fined. Imported religious literature is censored. Believers from a Muslim background are pressured by their community to return to Islam. Yet the church is growing. In one town 17 new believers were baptised. 

Pray 

· For protection and progress for those translating the Old Testament into the Turkmen language 

· For more opportunities for Christians in the country to meet together for worship 

· For courage for believers being harassed by the authorities. 

16. Comoros 

Leader: President Ahmed Sambi 

Population: 676,000 (0.6% Christian) 

Main Religion: Islam 

Government: Republic 

The constitution of these Indian Ocean islands provides for freedom of religion, but the election of a Muslim president in 2006 made things more difficult for Christians. A referendum in 2009 approved a constitution stating that ‘Islam is the state religion’ although Sharia (Islamic law) has not been implemented. Evangelism is prohibited. Christians who convert from Islam face many difficulties. However, the small underground church continues to meet in homes to worship. 

Pray 

· Praise God that the church continues to grow despite opposition 

· That the growing number of Muslim extremists would not gain influence 

· Against the influence of occult movements that are winning over some Christians and causing disunity among believers. 

17. Iraq 

Leader: Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki 

Population: 30.7 million (1.3% Christian) 

Main Religion: Islam 

Government: Parliamentary democracy 

There has been a sharp increase in terrorist activity since US troops pulled out of Iraq in June 2009. At least 17 Christians have been killed and 32 injured. In some areas kidnapping, rape and intimidation of Christians are commonplace. Church leaders are killed to instil fear into the church. Many Christians have left the country; many others have fled their homes and taken refuge in safer areas of the country. In July seven churches in Baghdad were bombed, killing at least three Christians. 
Pray 

· For comfort and hope for the injured and bereaved 

· For internally displaced people, who struggle to obtain jobs, education and health care 

· Ask God to break the cycle of violence in this country and bring peace. 

18. Qatar 
Leader: Emir Sheikh Hamad 

Population: 1.4 million (9.5% Christian) 

Main Religion: Islam 

Government: Traditional emirate 

Nearly all citizens in this extremely wealthy country are Muslims; the Christian population is largely immigrant workers. The constitution explicitly provides for freedom of worship, and Roman Catholic and Anglican Churches are officially recognised. However, evangelism is prohibited and public worship is only allowed in controlled compounds. The import of religious materials is regulated. Leaving Islam is considered apostasy and converts from Islam face severe persecution. 

Pray 

· Some 15 Christians have been extradited in recent years. Pray that the rights of all migrant workers will be protected 

· That the very few Qatari believers would gain access to Christian fellowship 

· That Qataris who come to faith abroad would take the gospel back to Qatar. 

19. Chechnya 

Leader: President Ramzan Kadyrov 

Population: 1 million (few Christians) 

Main Religion: Islam 

Government: Republic (Russian Federation) 

The political situation remains volatile. Social control increased after the civil war with Russia, making it more difficult for the tiny Christian minority to function. The church is very young, vulnerable and isolated. Fellowship with other believers is almost impossible. Christianity is associated with Russia and believers whose faith becomes public are seen as traitors to Islam and society. High unemployment causes many young people to find answers in Islamic fundamentalism. 

Pray 

· That Christians will experience God’s protection and encouragement, and be strengthened to share the gospel 

· That God will reveal Himself to many Chechens through Christian radio and TV 

· That God’s peace will visit this turbulent region and many hearts will turn to Him. 

20. Egypt 

Leader: President Hosni Mubarak 

Population: 83 million (11% Christian) 

Main Religion: Islam 

Government: Republic 

Christianity has existed here since the first century, yet Christians face much discrimination and churches are strictly regulated. Pressure on both Coptic and evangelical churches increased in 2009. In July Muslims attacked Coptic communities after the murder of a Muslim student, injuring at least 25 Christians and damaging many homes. In June a convert was driven into hiding after his attempt to change his official religious identity from Muslim to Christian was rejected. 

Pray 

· For perseverance for believers from a Muslim background under pressure to return to Islam 

· For revival among Coptic Christians and boldness in sharing the gospel
· For wisdom for the government in controlling extremist elements.

21. Vietnam

Leader: President Nguyen Triet 

Population: 88.1 million (9.2% Christian) 

Main Religion: Buddhism 

Government: Communist state 

Optimism regarding religious freedom in this country seems to have faded. There is a sharp contrast between the official legal situation and the reality of the situation on the ground. 2009 saw large-scale confrontations between believers and the government over confiscated church property. Many believers were beaten and arrested during the protests. A number of churches and monasteries were demolished. Media reports have sought to discredit Christians and bring Christianity into disrepute. 

Pray 

· Only about 10 per cent of churches are allowed to register. Pray for house churches facing violence and harassment 

· For Pastor Tuan, who was beaten when police invaded his church in June 

· That the media campaigns against Christians would end. 

22. Libya 

Leader: Colonel Muammar Gaddafi 

Population: 6.4 million (2.2% Christian) 

Main Religion: Islam 

Government: Authoritarian state 

Most Libyan Christians in this predominantly Muslim society are forced to believe in secret. Small Christian communities consist almost exclusively of sub-Saharan migrants and Western expatriate workers. The large network of secret police in this repressive regime makes organising church activities extremely difficult. The government criminalises evangelism and forbids missionary activity. In January 2009 a Nigerian Christian was expelled from the country on charges of evangelising Libyans. 

Pray 

· Importing Arabic Bibles is illegal. Pray that God’s people will gain access to His Word 

· That church leaders will be trained and equipped by God’s Spirit to lead effectively 

· The country is slowly opening up to the outside world. Pray that this will also create an openness to the gospel. 

A PRAYER FOR THE PERSECUTED CHURCH 

Loving Father, thank you for your church, which is the body of Christ. 

You have told us that if one part suffers, every part suffers with it. So we bring you our prayers for our brothers and sisters in the persecuted church. 

For those who are hard pressed on every side, let them not be crushed; for those who are perplexed, let them not despair; for all who are persecuted, may they know they are not forsaken. 

May they bear fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God. Out of your glorious riches strengthen them with power through your Spirit so that Christ may dwell in their hearts through faith, and they may have great endurance and patience. 

May they grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge and be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 

This prayer is drawn from the Apostle Paul’s prayers for churches facing persecution in the first century. 

WHERE FAITH COSTS THE MOST
Murder, kidnap, imprisonment, harassment, discrimination, prevented from meeting for worship… persecution is alive and all too well in 2010. It affects millions of Christian believers. It’s growing, too. But then so is the church. 

Last year, in North Korea a 150-day ‘battle’ – a government initiative intended to boost the economy – saw hundreds of Christians arrested in house searches, and many sent to join the 50–70,000 already in labour camps. 

In Yemen three expatriate Christian health workers were killed and mutilated. In Iran at least 85 Christians were arrested and a number of house churches closed. In Mauritania the government rounded up and tortured 35 Christians who came from a Muslim background. 

Two thousand years ago the Roman Empire tried to persecute the church out of existence. The Roman Empire collapsed; the church grew. Two thousand years later, the growth of the church still prompts persecution… and the church keeps growing. 

In North Korea one observer reported, “Christians are the target of fierce government action, and once caught, are not regarded as human – this year we have evidence that they are used as guinea pigs to test chemical and biological weapons.” Yet the number of Christians in North Korea has grown in the past ten years. 

In Iran more and more people who have grown up as Muslims are becoming Christians. As disillusionment with the theocratic Muslim government grows, so does the longing for spiritual truth. Miracles, dreams, the internet, satellite TV – all are being used by God to draw people to Himself. 
This pattern is not uncommon across the Muslim world. Islamic extremism, whether sponsored by the state or acting in spite of the state, is the source of persecution in 38 of the countries where faith costs the most. 

“we have not seen such extreme violence and murder in living memory” 

(Yemen) 

This is especially true for those who, having been raised in a Muslim society, choose to follow Christ. Where religious, cultural and national identity are so closely intertwined, becoming a Christian has very real consequences politically and socially. This is why, in so many places, evangelism and conversion are seen as such subversive activities that they provoke violent and legal retaliation. 

This reaction to the sharing of the gospel is not restricted to Islamic societies. It is the root of the Hindu extremist harassment of Christians in India; in other countries it may come from Buddhists or even from other Christians. 

Christians are also seen as a threat by totalitarian governments. Former Communist states particularly find it hard to allow people to gather together in small groups outside the control of the government. 

In this situation persecution is often focused on control of where people meet. In Vietnam the nominally Communist government is hampering and restricting the growing church: there have been large-scale confrontations between believers and government over confiscated church property, with scores of believers beaten and arrested during the protests. 

Three Central Asian states – Azerbaijan, Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan – passed restrictive religious laws in 2009, making the situation for the minority Christian church more difficult. In Kyrgyzstan, for example, registration is limited to religious meetings with a minimum of 200 people, effectively outlawing meetings in house churches. 

So while Christians rejoice in the remarkable improvements in religious liberty in Latin America over the past ten years, the new decade begins with Christians facing increasing violence in many Muslim countries. And in North Korea and Laos it is as hard as it has ever been in living memory to preserve a Christian witness. 

Christians have no shortage of persecutors in 2010. Yet, against all odds, they are also part of a vital and growing global church 

“I will build my church, and the power of death will not be able to defeat it” 

Matthew 16:18 

23. Burma 

Leader: General Than Shwe 

Population: 50 million (6.6% Christian) 

Main Religion: Buddhism
Government: Military dictatorship 

Although the constitution guarantees religious freedom, faiths other than Buddhism face restrictions. Christians are unable to buy or rent properties for their activities. New believers are pressured to return to Buddhism by their families. Christians also face persecution from local Buddhist monks and from villagers who see conversion as a betrayal of traditional values. In January 2009, at least 100 churches in Rangoon were ordered to close and their pastors threatened with imprisonment. 

Pray 

· There is a great need for Bibles and Christian materials in indigenous languages. Ask the Lord to provide 

· For those affected by continued famine in the west of the country 

· For an end to the oppression of Christians and other religious and ethnic minorities. 

24. Azerbaijan

Leader: President Ilham Aliyev

Population: 8.8 million (0.7% Christian)

Main Religion: Islam

Government: Republic

Alarmed at the recent growth of the church, the authorities increased pressure on Christians in 2009. Amendments made to the Religion Law required religious groups to re-register with the State Committee by 1 January 2010. Evangelical churches are considered a threat to stability and very few are allowed to register. Restrictions on building new churches also increased. Christians face discrimination in the courts and the workplace: employers are often unwilling to keep Christians in their employment. 

Pray 

· That ways will be found to overcome the increasing restrictions on the distribution of Christian literature 

· For courage for church leaders under pressure from the authorities 

· For Pastor Shingarov and his family. Pastor Shingarov was deported in October for holding religious worship in his home. 

25. Algeria 

Leader: President Abdelaziz Bouteflika

Population: 34.9 million (few Christians)

Main Religion: Islam

Government: Republic
Following the introduction of a restrictive religion law in 2008, international pressure on the government led to a decrease in persecution in 2009. However, evangelical Christians are still seen as a danger to the country. Many church leaders believe persecution may resume once international attention decreases. In December 50 Muslims blocked Christians from attending a Christmas service and threatened to kill the pastor in protest at a new church building in their neighbourhood.
Pray 

· Thank God for the positive impact of advocacy for the church in Algeria 

· That God would strengthen church leaders to speak His Word with boldness 

· That the government would repeal the religion law and ensure religious freedom for all. 

26. India 

Leader: Prime Minister Manmohan Singh 

Population: 1.2 billion (2.3% Christian) 

Main Religion: Hinduism 

Government: Federal republic 

There were at least 152 violent attacks on Christians in 2009 – an average of three a week. Five states have anti-conversion laws, which Hindu hardliners routinely use to have Christians arrested on spurious accusations of ‘forcible conversion’. Although persecution in northern and central states declined, apparently due to the Hindu Bharatiya Janata Party’s defeat in the Spring elections, anti-Christian violence increased in the south, long considered a haven for Christians. 

Pray 

· For decisive action to bring those responsible for the communal violence against Christians in Orissa to justice 

· For Open Doors training seminars that support church leaders facing persecution 

· That the influence of new Hindu extremist groups would diminish. 

27. Nigeria (north)

Leader: President Umaru Yar’Adua

Population: 154.7 million (48% Christian)

Main Religion: Christianity/Islam

Government: Federal republic

Attacks on Christian communities in the north continued in 2009. An increase in the activities of extremist Islamic groups has added a new dimension of violence severely affecting the church. At least twelve Christians, including three pastors, were killed and 20 churches burnt down in riots ignited by the Islamic sect Boko Haram in July. However, more churches are getting involved in reaching Muslims with the gospel and the number deciding to follow Christ is increasing.
Pray

· For comfort for those bereaved or made homeless by violence against Christians

· Praise God that the pressure God’s people are experiencing is uniting the church 

· For wisdom and courage for church leaders facing intimidation from Islamic extremist groups.
28. Oman

Leader: Sultan Qaboos

Population: 2.8 million (1.2% Christian)

Main Religion: Islam

Government: Absolute Monarchy

Although Sharia is the source of all legislation, the law protects freedom of religion. However, there are limits on evangelism and printing religious material. All religious groups must register with the government. Most Christians are expatriates who meet to worship in homes or designated compounds. Omanis who become Christians risk rejection from society, loss of employment, and even death. There were reports of a new believer being subjected to electric shock therapy.
Pray

· For encouragement for believers from a Muslim background, who are often isolated and lack teaching

· For opportunities for foreign Christians to share the gospel with the people of Oman

· That limitations on the distribution of Christian literature will be lifted.
29. Brunei

Leader: Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah

Population: 399,000 (10% Christian)

Main Religion: Islam

Government: Constitutional Sultanate

The constitution provides for religious freedom, but this is restricted by the government. Churches must register, but requests are frequently ignored. Registered churches are closely monitored and services attended by government informants. Christians face discrimination in the workplace and are ineligible for top positions in the government. Evangelism is prohibited. Muslims can legally change their religion, but may face opposition from their community and the authorities.
Pray

· Most Christians are expatriates from southeast Asia. Pray for boldness in sharing the gospel with Muslims

· The importation of Bibles is banned. Pray that God’s Word will reach local believers

· For wisdom for church leaders being monitored by the government.
30. Sudan (North)

Leader: President Omar al-Bashir

Population: 42.2 million (18% Christian)

Main Religion: Islam

Government: Republic

Violence in 2009 highlighted the fragility of the 2005 peace settlement. Persecution has decreased since the signing of the agreement, but believers remain threatened by the influence of Islam. The government is selective in its implementation of the transitional constitution, which calls for religious freedom. Christian activities are restricted, particularly in conflict-stricken Darfur. But the church is growing and the people of Darfur are increasingly open to the gospel.
Pray

· That the national elections planned for April 2010 will be peaceful and fair 

· Most church leaders have little formal training. Pray that leadership training will equip them to stand firm under pressure

· For those working to bring the gospel to the people of Darfur. 
31. Kuwait

Leader: Emir Sheikh Sabah

Population: 3 million (6% Christian)

Main Religion: Islam

Government: Constitutional Emirate
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Although Islam is the state religion and the constitution requires the state to safeguard ‘the heritage of Islam’, it also calls for ‘absolute freedom’ of belief. In practice, religious minorities experience some discrimination as a result of governmental policies, and non-Muslims – as well as non-Sunni Muslims – find it difficult or impossible to obtain legal permission to establish new places of worship. The Christian population consists mostly of migrant workers from outside the country.
Pray

· For wisdom for pastors and church leaders serving foreign workers

· That the few local believers would maintain a strong Christian witness

· That the government would relax its restrictions on places of worship.
32. Tajikistan
Leader: President Emomali Rakhmon

Population: 7 million (1% Christian)

Main Religion: Islam

Government: Republic

Despite a constitution that provides for religious freedom, Russian Orthodoxy is the only state-approved form of Christianity. Church groups – especially indigenous Tajik fellowships – are monitored. The influence of Islam is increasing, putting more pressure on believers coming from a Muslim background. A law passed in April increased restrictions on church registration and the import of religious literature. In June a foreign missionary organisation was banned for propagating Christianity.
Pray

· Many Christians fear for the future. Pray that God’s peace would guard their hearts

· That the new restrictions on church registration would be relaxed

· The Tajik identity is closely linked to being Muslim. Pray for Tajik believers facing rejection from society.
33. United Arab Emirates
Leader: President Sheikh Khalifa

Population: 4.6 million (9.1% Christian)

Main Religion: Islam

Government: Federation

One of the most liberal countries in the Arabian Peninsula, about 80 per cent of the population are foreign workers. Formal registration of non-Muslim religious groups is not required, although the government monitors their growth. There are no laws against missionary activity, but evangelism and the distribution of non-Islamic religious literature are prohibited. Conversion from Islam is not recognised and converts may be pressured to return to Islam.
Pray

· The majority of Christians are foreign workers. Pray that they would be bold in their witness

· That the handful of indigenous believers would find ways to meet for fellowship

· That many will hear the gospel through Christian satellite TV and internet sites.
34. Zanzibar Islands 

Leader: President Amani Abeid Karume

Population: 1 million (few Christians)

Main Religion: Islam

Government: Semiautonomous republic
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The three islands of Unguja, Tumbatu and Pemba are 97 per cent Muslim. There is no church on Tumbatu Island and most churches on Unguja Island are for expatriates. Islamic extremism continues to grow, causing problems for Christians. Registration of churches is difficult and several churches were burnt down or forced to close in 2009. Believers struggle to gain access to jobs and education. Reaching Muslims with the gospel remains very difficult.
Pray

· For strength and encouragement for church leaders facing much opposition

· For perseverance for new believers – especially those from a Muslim background

· That the influence of Muslim extremists would diminish.
35. Turkey 

Leader: Prime Minister Erdogan

Population: 74.8 million (0.1% Christian)

Main Religion: Islam

Government: Parliamentary Republic
Although the constitution provides for religious freedom, the government imposes some restrictions on religious groups to preserve the ‘secular state’. Some churches faced difficulties when meeting for worship and several church buildings were vandalised. There were reports of Christians facing threats and intimidation. Converts from Islam experience harassment from family and society. In July a German believer was stabbed to death in Istanbul for being a Christian.
Pray

· For perseverance for believers facing threats and intimidation

· A 2009 survey showed over half the population opposes non-Muslim religious meetings. Pray for a change in attitudes

· For justice for the families of the Christians murdered in Malatya in 2007.
36. Djibouti 

Leader: President Ismael Guelleh

Population: 864,000 (0.1% Christian)

Main Religion: Islam

Government: Republic
Although Islam is the state religion, the constitution provides for freedom of religion, and the government generally respects religious freedom in practice. Religious groups must register with the government, which investigates each group and monitors their activities. Family and community pressure discourage evangelism and conversion from Islam. There were occasional reports of discrimination based on religious belief or practice. Some churches reported vandalism.
Pray

· The country is 99 per cent Sunni Muslim. Pray for a new openness to the gospel

· That secret believers would gain access to Christian literature and fellowship

· For an increase in French language radio, satellite TV and internet sites carrying the Christian message.
37. Morocco 

Leader: King Mohammed VI

Population: 32 million (0.1% Christian)

Main Religion: Islam

Government: Constitutional Monarchy
Openness to Christianity continues to increase. Non-Muslim foreign communities can openly practise their faith; indigenous churches are growing in number and maturity. However, conversion to Christianity is discouraged and evangelism is prohibited. Increased tensions between Sunni and Shiite Muslims in 2009 have led to a crackdown on missionary activity in general. In March five Christian women were deported for illegally attempting to evangelise Moroccan citizens.
Pray

· For believers facing pressure from society to return to Islam

· Bibles can be legally imported but there are not enough to meet demand. Pray for increased distribution

· That indigenous churches would continue to grow in unity and maturity.
38. Cuba 

Leader: President Raul Castro

Population: 11.2 million (47% Christian)

Main Religion: Christianity (Roman Catholicism)

Government: Communist State
Although the constitution recognises freedom of religion, the authorities continue to monitor religious groups. Churches must register, and although the law allows for the construction of new places of worship, the government rarely authorises permits. House churches are subject to many restrictions. In April an evangelical pastor was sentenced to six years in prison because of his leadership role in an independent church. His family was evicted from their home.
Pray

· For endurance for congregations who are being monitored by the government

· For courage for pastors who have been arrested and interrogated. Ask God to sustain their families
· That God’s people would be encouraged by His Spirit as they live for Christ.
39. Jordan 

Leader: King Abdullah II

Population: 6.3 million (5.6% Christian)

Main Religion: Islam

Government: Constitutional Monarchy

Islam is the state religion but the constitution protects freedom of religion. Pressure on missionaries seems to have eased. Christians may practise their faith, but religious minorities are discriminated against in some legal matters. Converts are regarded as apostates and may be denied their civil rights. Evangelisation of Muslims is prohibited. There were reports of believers being interrogated by the authorities and offered rewards for returning to Islam.
Pray

· For wisdom and courage for believers who face interrogation by the authorities

· For believers facing pressure from family members to return to Islam

· For Christian groups that have not been granted legal recognition. Pray that government restrictions would be relaxed.
40. Sri Lanka 

Leader: President Rajapaksa

Population: 20.2 million (8% Christian)

Main Religion: Buddhism

Government: Republic

Following the government’s defeat of Tamil separatists in May 2009, attacks on Christians increased. Evangelical Christians remain the primary target of religiously motivated violence. On 12 July, seven men wielding swords attacked a Vineyard Community Church in Kurunegala district, causing serious injury to church members. Efforts to pass a controversial anti-conversion bill were revived at the start of the year. If passed, the bill will limit the church’s evangelistic activities.
Pray

· The anti-conversion bill is still under review. Pray that it will not be passed

· For reconciliation between Tamil and Sinhala believers. Pray that God’s people may be channels of peace

· That Open Doors training seminars will strengthen the church to stand firm.
41. Syria

Leader: President Bashar al-Assad

Population: 22 million (9% Christian)

Main Religion: Islam 
Government: Republic
The church has been present here since the first century and has a respected place in society. However, misconceptions about Christianity are widespread. Evangelism is discouraged and believers from a Muslim background face opposition from family and friends. The influence of Islamic militant groups threatens to destabilise the country. Syrian society is dominated by fear of the intelligence services, making it very difficult for churches who support Muslim-background believers.
Pray

· For the church’s outreach to Iraqi refugees and seeking Muslims

· For young evangelical pastors working to bring change to the country and unity to the church

· For wisdom for the government in dealing with extremist Muslim groups.
42. Belarus 

Leader: President Alexander Lukashenko

Population: 9.6 million (96% Christian)

Main Religion: Christianity (Orthodox)

Government: Republic (dictatorship)

The government of President Lukashenko (left) continues to restrict religious freedom in accordance with the 2002 religion law, which makes unregistered religious activity a criminal offence. The Orthodox Church is the only officially recognised denomination. Registering a church can take several years and all religious activity is monitored by the secret police. In July a registered church was fined for holding a prayer service. In August two Baptist ministers were fined for using their homes for religious worship.
Pray

· For a breakthrough for churches who are still waiting to register

· For church leaders facing surveillance and harassment from the authorities

· Human rights groups are campaigning for a new religion law. Pray for a change in the government’s attitude to Christians.
43.  Tunisia
Leader: President Ben Ali

Population: 10.2 million (few Christians)

Main Religion: Islam

Government: Republic
The constitution provides for freedom of religion but stipulates the country’s determination to adhere to Islam. The authorities monitor religious groups, and churches face some restrictions. It is illegal to evangelise Muslims. Converts to Christianity are seen as a threat to social stability. There were reports of Christians being questioned and beaten by police. However, openness to the gospel is increasing, partly due to the influence of Christian media.
Pray

· For wisdom for those producing Christian TV and radio programmes

· That the few indigenous believers would be bold and effective in their witness

· Distribution of Christian literature is prohibited. Pray that God’s Word would be available to many.
44. Ethiopia 

Leader: President Isaias Afewerki

Population: 5 million (45% Christian)

Main Religion: Islam/Christianity (Orthodox)

Government: One-party state

Although the constitution protects freedom of religion, this freedom is controlled by the government. Evangelical churches are monitored and members face some opposition from the Ethiopian Orthodox Church in the form of social ostracism. However, Islam is now the main source of persecution. Believers who come from a Muslim background may face threats, physical abuse and damage to their homes and property. In September a mob of 300 Muslims burnt down a church and beat three believers with sticks and stones.
Pray

· For believers from Orthodox and Muslim backgrounds facing opposition from their communities

· That Open Doors training seminars would equip church leaders to stand firm

· That new laws governing organisations would not negatively impact the church.
45. Bangladesh
Leader: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina

Population: 162.2 million (0.6% Christian)

Main Religion: Islam

Government: Parliamentary Democracy

Although the government publicly supports freedom of religion, attacks on Christians continue. Some Muslim extremist groups have political party affiliations. In rural areas, Muslims put pressure on Christians, and new believers face opposition from family and community. Police discriminate against Christians and pastors are the victims of harassment and violence. In January a pastor received death threats after reporting eight Muslims for raping his wife and robbing his house. 
Pray

· Praise God that the number of believers from a Muslim background is growing

· For advocacy bodies working to support and advise believers facing discrimination from local police

· For leadership training programmes amongst Muslim-background believers.
46. Palestinian Territories 

Leader: President Mahmoud Abbas

Population: 4.3 million (1% Christian) 
Main Religion: Islam

Government: Interim administration
The growing pressure of the Hamas government and Islamic law in the Gaza strip continues to force Christians to leave. Christian houses have been robbed and believers from a Muslim background are the targets of serious threats. On the West Bank there is no ‘official’ persecution, but Christians are a minority and face some discrimination. Muslim-background believers come under pressure from family or community to return to Islam. Some are forced to flee to ‘safe houses’.
Pray

· That Christians facing threats and violence will remain strong in their faith

· The economic situation continues to be desperate. Ask God to provide for His

· people’s needs

· For political leaders on both sides of the conflict who will work for peace.
47. Bahrain 

Leader: King Sheikh Hamad

Population: 791,000 (8.5% Christian)

Main Religion: Islam

Government: Constitutional Monarchy

The constitution imposes no restrictions on the right to choose or practise one’s religion, but there is no law to prevent discrimination. All religious groups must obtain a license to operate and Christian congregations with registration operate freely. However, ten congregations were denied registration in 2009 and six were closed after complaints from neighbours. Converts from Islam to Christianity are shunned by society and sometimes subjected to physical abuse.
Pray

· Most Christians are expatriate workers. Pray for those seeking to share their faith

· Ask God to build a church amongst indigenous Bahrainis

· The importation and distribution of Bibles and Christian literature is not restricted. Pray that God’s Word would spread.
48. Indonesia

Leader: President Yudhoyono

Population: 230 million (16% Christian)

Main Religion: Islam

Government: Republic

Despite having the largest Muslim population in the world, this is a secular republic. Islamists, however, continue to incite violence against Christians and use legal means to oppress the church. This resulted in the closure of several churches in 2009. Despite its internationally acclaimed war on terrorism, the government has largely neglected the right of minority religious groups to exercise their faiths. In April a Christian teacher falsely accused of blasphemy was sentenced to a year in prison. 

Pray 

· For those involved in outreach to Muslims 

· For Open Doors training programmes designed to help church leaders stand firm in the face of opposition 

· That the newly elected government would protect the religious rights of minority groups. 

49. Kyrgyzstan

Leader: President Bakiyev

Population: 5.5 million (11% Christian)
Main Religion: Islam

Government: Republic
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Although this is a secular state, Islam has a growing influence on politics and society. A law introduced in January increased restrictions on religious groups. All churches must re-register and a minimum of 200 people is required for registration. Pastors and churches are monitored and there is a ban on religious teaching and the distribution of religious literature. Threats and harassment towards believers increased. Social pressure on Christians is especially strong in the south.
Pray

· That the new restrictions on evangelical churches would be dropped

· For wisdom for pastors leading churches under very difficult circumstances

· For courage for believers facing threats and harassment from friends and neighbours.
50. Kenya (North east)

Leader: President Mwai Kibaki

Population: 39.8 million (67% Christian)

Main Religion: Christianity (Islam in NE)
Government: Republic
Although many Kenyans profess to be Christian, the church faces opposition from Somali Muslim tribes in the north east. Despite an increased military presence on the Somali border, extremist Islamic Somali groups cross over with ease, spreading extremist views. There were reports of kidnappings of Catholic nuns and aid workers working in the area. Christian leaders face great pressure and some have been bought over by Muslim leaders. However, churches are starting to reach remote Muslim-majority areas with the gospel.
Pray

· Praise God that unity amongst churches in the north east continues to grow

· For discernment for Christians seeking to spread the gospel amongst Muslims

· Ask God to give wisdom and resources to churches working with Somali refugees.
“What they did to Jesus, they do to us – trial and torture, mockery and murder; what Jesus did among them, he does in us – he lives! Our lives are at constant risk for Jesus’ sake, which makes Jesus’ life all the more evident in us.” 

2 Corinthians 4:10–11 (The Message) 

Right now millions of Christians face persecution because of their faith in Christ. This handbook highlights the 50 countries where faith costs the most, arranged in order of severity. 

Some face physical violence and death; others contend with unjust imprisonment, denial of religious liberties such as the rights to worship and share one’s faith, and discrimination in employment and education. 

This handbook aims to encourage consistent prayer for God’s people in these 50 countries: Christians facing persecution are strengthened by knowing they have not been forgotten or forsaken by the family of God. 

It can be used as a daily prayer diary. It can be shared in churches or home groups. It can be kept as a reference point when specific countries are featured in the newspaper or on the television. 

It is a resource to be used by those who practise their faith in freedom on behalf of those for whom faith costs the most. 

Sunday 7 November is this year’s International Day of Prayer for the persecuted church (IDOP). There will be new resources to help you and your church join this global event. 

Open Doors is actively serving persecuted Christians in 46 of the countries highlighted in this handbook – although for security reasons we cannot always publicise our involvement. Why not explore how you could join us? 

You can opt for regular email prayer alerts; there is a bi-monthly prayer CD/tape. For further information about these prayer resources, letter writing, travel opportunities, volunteering, giving and much more, please do get in touch – we’d love to hear from you. 

T 01993 885400 

E info@opendoorsuk.org 

I www.opendoorsuk.org 

Open Doors UK, PO Box 6, Witney, OX29 6WG 

